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            Worship Services 
           Facebook: www.facebook.com/gelcberlin 

                    YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLbOerRk5PMk1QWI9qtZ5_g 
 

 
                                                                                     
                                               

 

 

July     5  -  Worship Service at 8:30 am  (In person and online) 
   

July   12  -  Worship Service at 8:30 am  (In person and online) 
  

July   19  -  Joint Worship Service at Poy Sippi Park at 10:00 am   
  

July   26  -  Worship Service at 8:30 am  (In person and online) 
 

 

 

  

Grace Lutheran’s Mission: 

We Gather to Worship, Grow, Care, and Share 

“All Are Welcome In this Place” 

mailto:pastortarras@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/gelcberlin
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLbOerRk5PMk1QWI9qtZ5_g


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Pastor 
 

Summer has a different rhythm, doesn't it? 

Schedules change. People take vacations. Some head to the cabin. Gardens need attention. 

Grandkids visit. The pace of life often feels a little different than the rest of the year. 

But even as our routines change, God's invitation remains the same: to follow Jesus and  

continue growing as disciples. 

This month we'll gather for our joint Worship in the Park service in Poy Sippi, followed by a potluck meal. 

One of the things I love about this service is the reminder that God's presence isn't limited to a church 

building. We worship in a sanctuary most Sundays, but the God we meet there is also present in our homes, 

workplaces, fields, lakes, and parks. Wherever we go, God goes with us.  

July also marks the beginning of a new sermon series on the Psalms. If you've spent much time in the Psalms, 

you know they are refreshingly honest. Some are filled with praise and thanksgiving. Others wrestle with fear, 

grief, anger, doubt, or questions. The Psalms remind us that we don't have to clean up our emotions before 

bringing them to God. Whatever we're carrying, God is willing to hear it.  

I would also appreciate your prayers this month as I participate in the ordination of Kathy Cartwright. 

Ordinations are joyful occasions because they remind us that God is still calling people into ministry and 

service. It's always encouraging to see the ways God continues to work through ordinary people to share the 

good news of Jesus. 

I've also been spending part of the summer working on a significant revision of our confirmation program. My 

hope is that confirmation will be about more than simply learning information. I want it to help young people 

develop a faith that lasts beyond confirmation day. The new approach is being built around discipleship and 

Gospel Fluency, helping students understand the big story of Scripture and learn to see their own lives through 

the lens of God's grace and promises. 

In many ways, all of these things are connected. Whether we're worshiping in the park, praying the Psalms, 

celebrating an ordination, or helping young people grow in faith, we're really doing the same thing: learning 

what it means to follow Jesus together. 

Thank you for being part of that work. Thank you for your prayers, your service, your generosity, and your 

faithfulness. May God bless you and your family throughout these summer days. 

Pastor Rebekah 

 

 

 

 

 

A joint worship service with First Lutheran will be held on  

July 19, 2026 at the Poy Sippi Park at 10:00 am, followed by a 

potluck lunch.  

 

First Lutheran will provide the meat; everyone is asked to bring a 

dish to pass. Please sign up on the kiosk or call the church office if 

you are planning to attend. 

 

   



 

Grace English Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

May 11, 2026 

 

Call to Order by Terry Wallace 
 

Roll Call- Attending: Terry Wallace, Sandy Peschke, Heidi Schramer, Sue Shemanski, Bob Prellwitz, Carissa 

Fritz, De Anna Lueptow, Gary Batenhorst and Pastor Rebekah 

Absent: Tim Koch 
 

Gary Batenhorst provided an Opening devotion. 
 

Approval of Agenda – Sandy moved to approve the agenda as presented. Second by Heidi. Motion carried. 
 

Secretary’s Report – Heidi moved to approve the April 2026 minutes as printed. De Anna seconded. Motion 

carried.  
 

Treasurer’s Report – Sue moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Second by De Anna. Motion 

carried. 
 

Officer and Standing Committee Reports 

• President Terry shared: 

-The next mtg of the Parish Council (includes both full Councils) will be May 18, 2026 at 6:00PM at Grace. We will 

start with pizza. 

- Men’s sponsored brat fry June 17, 2026 at 5:30PM. Helpers needed if available. 

• Pastor’s Report – Pastor provided a written report and reported that she wrapped up Confirmation for this year and is 

exploring revamping it for next year. She is also exploring a baptism preparation class. Christian Ed Committee will 

assist with these two projects. She officiated at 2 funerals and 2 youth were confirmed at Grace. She continues to lead a 

bible Study weekly at both churches and she attended the Oshkosh Conference. She gave us a list of upcoming vacation 

days through August 30. 

• Committees: 

Building and Grounds – Bob provided a written report outlining a number of spring projects already 

completed in preparation for summer. He is still waiting on an estimate for installing the electricity needed 

for the washer and dryer. Will present all estimates when they are all in. The safety plan is in progress.  
 

Christian Education – Carissa provided a written report. We finished the Sunday School year May 10. 

Twelve kids were in attendance and ice cream was served for Fellowship. We will work with Pastor 

Rebekah to research options for Confirmation classes next year and options for a Baptism Preparation class. 

The Committee will be meeting next Sunday and will be planning for next fall and for putting together a 

document outlining plans for Christian Education at Grace for different age groups. 
 

Fellowship and Caring – DeAnna provided a written report. She asked for any new or creative ideas 

anyone might have for small gifts for the Shut-ins. For the summer it was decided to just send cards to the 

shut-ins. We discussed the possibility of asking Sunday School kids if they might be willing to write to shut-

ins and Sue agreed to email parents to ask if their children would be willing to do that. 
 

Finance Committee – Terry handed out the Minutes of the April 21, 2026 meeting of the Finance 

Committee. A discussion was had regarding how to encourage increased stewardship or giving among 

congregants. We also discussed the possible purchase of a washer and dryer with Soul Food Funds and what 

options we might have if not purchased for cleaning the laundry. Presently a church member is taking 2 

loads home per week and using her own supplies, etc without being reimbursed. 
 

Investment Committee – Terry provided a summary of all accounts through the end of April. Despite an 

$88,500 loss in March and taking withdrawals monthly, we are still ahead over the past 4 months from our 

starting point in January 2026.     
 

Mission and Outreach – No report.  



 
 

Outside the Box Outreach Committee – A written report was provided. Heidi stated that the Pen Pal 

Program is up and running and seems to be a positive experience for the kids and adults alike. Thinking of 

ways to involve more congregation members starting next fall. The next big activity is a Bike Rodeo to be 

held May 16. Most of the other churches in town have joined in on the planning for this and are excited 

about it.   
 

Worship and Music – Heidi reported that Northern Sound & Video did not feel it was necessary to evaluate 

our system unless we were getting complaints that something wasn’t working. We discussed purchasing a 

couple Headsets and receivers along with a charging station and if congregants use them and like them we 

can purchase more. Sue made a motion to purchase 2 Headsets/receiver and one charging station. DeAnna 

seconded. Headsets are $220 each and the charging station is $350. Heidi will order these and payment will 

come out of Worship and Music fund. She reminded us that Worship in the Park will be July 19 at the Poy 

Sippi Park.  
 

Unfinished Business: 

       Safety Plan – A short-term committee consisting of Scott Schweigert, Heidi Schramer, Terry Wallace, Gary 

Batenhorst, Jeremy Fritz, Bob Prellwitz and Ryan Dobbs has been formed. They have decided to start by 

numbering and lettering all doors and windows in the building. Heidi had sample numbers and letters and we 

discussed how to display them. She wants to get the Committee’s approval before she finalizes anything. They 

are meeting on May 17, 2026.  
       

       Church Personal Property video – Sadie Goettl has agreed to do this by the end of May. Pastor will be 

following up with her.  
 

       Washer/Dryer – So far estimates are approximately $2,000-$2,200 for the washer & dryer; $2,300 for 

plumbing; $900-$1,100 for venting and we are awaiting a quote for electrical work. We could go ventless which 

would save quite a bit of money. To be discussed once all estimates are in. 
    

New Business: 
 

  Response to visitors signing guest book- Sandy added the website to the postcard and printed it on cardstock. We 
will now mail it in an envelope when we have visitors attend. Penny has worked on re-formatting the guest book so 
that it has a place for email addresses.  

 

  Wall Leak- Terry and Gary figured out where the leak is and Terry has requested a couple estimates to repair. We 
should have estimates by the end of this week. 

 

NEXT MEETING IS June 8, 2026 at 6PM. 
 

Closing Prayer – Recited Lord’s Prayer together. 
 

De Anna moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Gary. Motion Carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
 

Sue Shemanski 

Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Terry Wallace – President  920-344-1523 tw9696@outlook.com    

Gary Batenhorst – Vice President  920-229-7845 batenhorstpj76@gmail.com    

Sandy Peschke – Treasurer  920-290-1551 kspeschke1950@gmail.com    

Sue Shemanski – Secretary  920-361-4506 shemanski5@yahoo.com    

Heidi Schramer– Music/Worship  920-369-8638 schramer@charter.net    

Carissa Fritz – Christian Education  920-229-2851 ccfritz413@gmail.com    

De Anna Lueptow – Fellowship/Caring  920-229-4857  delueptow@gmail.com    

Tim Koch – Mission Outreach  920-789-8358 timkoch18@gmail.com      

Bob Prellwitz – Building and Grounds  920-361-0669 bobprellwitz@yahoo.com    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The Story of Arthur Truluv” by Elizabeth Berg is the Grace Book Club’s pick for 

their July read. For the past six months, Arthur Moses’s days have looked the same: 

He tends to his rose garden and to Gordon, his cat, then rides the bus to the cemetery 

to visit his beloved late wife for lunch. The last thing Arthur would imagine is for one 

unlikely encounter to utterly transform his life.  

 

Eighteen-year-old Maddy Harris is an introspective girl who visits the cemetery to 

escape the other kids at school. One afternoon she joins Arthur—a gesture that begins 

a surprising friendship between two lonely souls. Moved by Arthur’s kindness and 

devotion, Maddy gives him the nickname “Truluv.” As Arthur’s neighbor Lucille 

moves into their orbit, the unlikely trio band together and, through heartache and 

hardships, help one another rediscover their own potential to start anew. 

 

We will meet to discuss “The Story of Arthur Truluv” on Tuesday, July 14th at a 

location to be determined. If you would like to read this book and join us, you can get 

a copy of the book in the church office. If you have already read this, please consider 

joining us for discussion, we would love to have you. 

 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief Kits 
 

As in prior years, the Ladies of Grace will be putting together kits for personal care, school supplies, and baby 

care. When you are out shopping, whether it be retail stores, garage sales, or flea markets, keep an eye out for 

the list of items needed. Any item(s) can be dropped off at church, anytime during the summer months.   
 

Thrivent Action Cards can be applied for to purchase items for the kits. If you apply for the cards and want 

someone to “shop” for you, the ladies of Grace would be happy to do so. Just let the office staff know. 
 

Kits will be assembled in September. If you have any questions, contact Bev Chadwick at 361-0860. 

Personal Care 
 

1 – light weight bath size towel dark 

color  

      20x40 or 27x52  

      (no larger please) 
  

2 or 3 – bath size bars of soap (8 – 9 

ounces total in original wrapping) 
 

1 – sturdy comb 
 

1 – metal nail clipper  
 

1 – toothbrush 

 

School Supply Kit 
 

4 – 70 sheet notebooks   

     (wide or college rule) 
 

1 – 30 centimeter ruler 

     (or centimeters on one  

     side inches on the other) 
 

1 – pencil sharpener 
 

1 – blunt pair of scissors 
 

5 – unsharpened #2 pencils  
 

5 – black or blue pens (no  

     gel ink) 
 

1 – box of 16 – 24 crayons 
 

1 – 2 1/2” eraser 
 

 

 

Baby Care Kit 
 

2 – lightweight cotton 

      t-shirts (no Onesies) 
 

2 – short or long sleeve  

      sleepers (without feet) 
 

2 –  blankets 

       (between 36 – 52 inches) 

 

1 – jacket or sweater (include cap) 
 

2 – pairs of socks 
 

1 – hand towel (dark 

      color preferred) 
 

2 – 3 bars of gentle soap  

      (8 – 9 ounces total) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             May Income                         May Expenses 
Weekly Income 10,034.10   Wages and Payroll Expenses   $16,469.73 
RBC Earnings                 4,000.00   Building & Grounds /Utilities       2,163.42 
Bulletins/Radio Ministry 760.00   Office/Miscellaneous            364.25 
Shared Ministry 4,406.88   Worship & Music Expenses            407.00 
 4,329.75 
 

   Radio Ministry  300.00 

    Christian Education Expenses  175.94 
    Fellowship & Caring Expenses  119.94 
       
                
TOTAL          $  19,200.98   TOTAL  $  20,000.28 
        

Missions (In/Out)                 $ 952.00   Missions (In/Out)    $1,065.00 
        
        
Good Samaritan Fund 0.00   Good Smartian   100.00 
Soul Food 26.61   Soul Food   896.17 
Women of Grace                    127.00   Women of Grace        189.96 
Men of Grace                         0.00   Men of Grace        150.00 
Christian Education/Youth                       0.00   Christian Education/Youth            0.00 

Scholarship Fund 0.00   Scholarship Fund            0.00 

Endowment Fund              0.00   Endowment Fund           0.00 

Outside the Box Outreach 0.00   Outside the Box Outreach        611.71 

                  Beginning Balance January 2026                      Ending Balance May 2026 

Investments:   Investments:   

Leonard Jones Fund $                      1,494,760.24  $                                                           1,571,388.40 

Capital Improvement Fund $                         340,519.14  $                                                               357,360.24 

Endowment Fund $                         135,983.58  $                                                               137,720.29 

Auxiliary Fund $                            31,382.89  $                                                                 30,853.00 
Scholarship Fund $                             6,611.633  $                                                                   6,352.42 

 

Outside The Box Outreach July Project 

 
During the month of July, if you would like to participate in the project, you may 

make a cash donation toward tennis shoes or purchase a pair of tennis shoes. There is 

a box in the entry way for you to leave the shoes.  

 

Sizes that are needed are toddler 13 to adult size 8 boys and girls. The committee has allocated $1,000 to 

purchase a minimum of 40 pairs of shoes. If you wish to make a cash donation, please indicate on an 

envelope and leave in the office.  

 

Please have your donation to church no later than July 26, 2026. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July Anniversaries  

   

11  John & Michelle Klawitter   

14  Jeremy & Carissa Fritz – 25th 

14  Edmund & Kathy Roehl Jr. 

15  Jeff & Rebekah Tarras 

28  Robert & Tricia Prellwitz 

 

If any birthdays or anniversaries were 

missed please let the office staff know. 

 
 

Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary 

July Birthdays 
   

  6 Kristine McElligott 

  7 Joanna Schmidt 

13 Katelyn Cox 

15 David Barbola 

17  Emily Klawitter 

18  Timothy Koch 

19 Bryce Greening 

20 Lisa Lee 

24 Aidan Pierstorff 

24 Karen Pik 

26 Phyllis Luttropp 

26  Linda Reetz 

26  Kathy Roehl 

26 Mary Sillanpaa 

27 Lorraine Groveau 

27  Michael Hermanson 

30 Mindy Goffard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission of the Month – Compassion Child 

 
 

Compassion Child’s mission is to release children from poverty in Jesus’ name through a holistic approach 

to child development. Holistic child development means they assist a child in poverty, in some cases, when 

the child is still in the womb, and it goes through young adulthood with the child. 

Holistic child development is tailored to a child’s age, gender, health, culture, and family situation. 
 

Compassion Child works with thousands of local churches around the world. In a world where hundreds of 

millions of children live in extreme poverty, connecting one child with one sponsor is the most strategic 

way to end child poverty. 
 

To help young people finish well, they provide youth ages 12 and older with customized training and 

educational paths according to their own unique potential and God-given talents and purpose. 
 

Here at Grace Lutheran we sponsor two boys. 

 

 

 

  

Kelly was born on March 

20, 2010. Grace has been 

providing hope and love 

to Kelly as his sponsor 

since January 2021. As a 

teenager he is interested 

in art, drawing, reading, 

drama, soccer and 

running. 

 

Bryan was born on 

September 14, 2015. Grace 

has been providing hope 

and love to Bryan as his 

sponsor since April 2022. 

He enjoys classes and 

activities at the Pampanitos 

Student Center. 

 

Our gifts and prayers give Bryan and Kelly the ability to grow spiritually, cognitively, and emotionally. 

July Birthdays 
   

  6 Kristine McElligott 

  7 Joanna Schmidt 

13 Katelyn Cox 

15 David Barbola 

17  Emily Klawitter 

18  Timothy Koch 

19 Bryce Greening 

20 Lisa Lee 

24 Aidan Pierstorff 

24 Karen Pik 

26 Phyllis Luttropp 

26  Linda Reetz 

26  Kathy Roehl 

26 Mary Sillanpaa 

27 Lorraine Groveau 

27  Michael Hermanson 

30 Mindy Goffard 

 

Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary 
 

` 

July Anniversaries  

   

11  John & Michelle Klawitter   

14  Jeremy & Carissa Fritz – 25th 

14  Edmund & Kathy Roehl Jr. 

15  Jeff & Rebekah Tarras 

28  Robert & Tricia Prellwitz 

 

If any birthdays or anniversaries were 

missed please let the office staff know. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Radio Ministry 
July    5  -  In Honor of America’s Independence by the Goettl Family 

July  12  -  In Honor of Jeremy and Carissa Fritz’s 25th Wedding Anniversary 

July  19  -  Open 

July  26  -  Sponsored by Mary Lou Neubauer 

 

Flowers 
July    5  -  Happy Birthday America – 250 Years by the Goettl Family 

July  12  -  In Honor of John and Michelle Klawitter’s Wedding Anniversary 

July  19  -  Worship in the Park at Poy Sippi  

July  26  -  In Memory of Joyce Ziemann by Suzie Ferron 

Bulletins 
July    5  -  In Honor of Joanna Schmidt’s Birthday by Jeremie Schmidt Family 

July  12  -  In Memory of Bill Huck’s Birthday by Shirley Huck 

July  19  -  Worship in the Park at Poy Sippi 

July  26  -  In Honor of Granddaughter Flora’s 7th Birthday by Sue Shemanski 

 

 
Fellowship      Greeter 
July     5  -  Sponsored by Sue Carpenter July     5  -  Bev C. 

July   12  -  Open    July   12  -  Open 

July   19  -  Picnic in the Park   July   19  -  Worship in the Park 

July   26  -  Open    July   26  -  Open 

   

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

   
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat   

   1 
 

 
 

 

2 3 
 

 

4 
 

 

  

5 
 

8:30 am  
Worship with 
Communion  

6 
 

4:00 pm 
Executive 

Meeting 

7 
 

9:00 am  
Staff Meeting  

 

 

8 
 

3:00 pm 
Outside the Box 

9 
 

8:30 am 
Leave 

Church for 
Camp 

Senior 

10 
 
 

 

                         11 
 

 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Craft Day at Grace 

Sewing on Little 
Dresses for Africa  

              

12 
 

8:30 am  
Worship with 
Communion  

 
 

 

13 
 

6:00 pm 
      Council  
      Meeting 

 

14 
 

9:00 am 
Staff Meeting 

 

12:00 pm 
Book Club 

  

15 
 

 

16 
 

  

17 
 

18 
 

10:00 am  
Kathy Cartwright 

Ordination 

  

      19 
 

10:00 am  
Worship In the Park at 

Poy Sippi – Picnic 
Lunch to Follow  

 

20 
 

  
 

                                     21 
 

9:00 am 
Staff Meeting 

 

 

22 
 

                  

 

23 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 

 

  

26 
 

8:30 am  
Worship with 
Communion  

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

9:00 am 
Staff Meeting 

 

29 30 31    

         
 
 

                    Food Panty Challenge for the Month of July 
 

The challenge for July to support the Berlin Food Pantry is cereal.  
 

Please drop your donations off in the shopping cart in the lobby. 

Women of Grace’s Annual Salad Supper - Wednesday, August 5th  6:15 PM 
Please bring a salad to share (2 people to a salad) 

Plates, silverware, dinner rolls/butter, dessert, and beverages will be provided 
 

We hope you can join us on Wednesday, August 5th for our annual Women’s Salad  

            Supper.  
 

Also, please remember that our Salad Supper is a baby shower for Lutheran World Relief. 

Please consider bringing an item (baby blanket, sweater, diapers, etc.) for our LWR Baby 

Layettes. A list of what is needed can be found in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 


