Grace English Lutheran Church

384 Oak Street, Berlin, WI 54923

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Rebekah Tarras, Pastor

Email: pastortarras@gmail.com

Cellphone: 715-897-5393

Jessica Fritz — Worship and Music Coordinator
Jeremy Fritz — Choir Director

Sandy Peschke — Office Assistant

Penny Bahn — Office Assistant

(920) 361-1820

Web site: www.gracelutheranberlin.org

Email: gracelutheranberlin@gmail.com

Sunday Worship:
8:30 AM

Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday 9:00 am — 12:00 noon
Hometown Broadcasting: Sunday at 9:45 am
WRPN AM 1600 at 12:00 PM

Worship Services

Facebook: www.facebook.com/gelcberlin

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLbOerRkSPMk1QWI9qtZ5 g

August
August
August
August
August

2 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
9 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
16 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
23 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
30 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)

Grace Lutheran’s Mission:

We Gather to Worship, Grow, Care, and Share

“All Are Welcome In this Place”
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From the Pastor

Confirmation Is Changing

This fall, we are launching a revamped confirmation program. Confirmation has been an
important part of the life of our churches for many years. At the same time, we've
recognized that our current format wasn't meeting the needs of all of our students and
families as well as it could. This new approach is designed to build community,
encourage family involvement, and help students develop a lasting faith in Jesus.

Details

e Who? Students entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grade.

e When? The third Sunday of September, October, November, January, and April from 12:15-3:15
p.-m.

® Where? Grace Lutheran Church in Berlin (384 Oak Street) because it is the most central location for
all of the participants.

e Lunch Together. Every session begins with lunch as we build relationships and community.

e Faith That Lasts. We'll explore the big story of Scripture, learn the Small Catechism, practice prayer,
ask honest questions, and discover what it means to follow Jesus in everyday life.

e Hands-On Learning. Discussion, activities, service, and experiences—not just sitting through another
class.

e Parents Matter. Parents are invited and encouraged to participate. Faith grows best when home and
church work together, and we hope parents will be part of the journey.

e One Church Family. Students from Grace and First Lutheran will learn together, giving them the
opportunity to build friendships across both congregations.

While the schedule will look different, the purpose remains the same: helping young people grow as disciples
of Jesus Christ.

This is an exciting new chapter, and a work in progress. We ask for your prayers. Pray for our students as they
grow in faith. Pray for their families as they nurture faith at home. Pray for our teachers and leaders as they
share the good news of Jesus. Thank you for encouraging our young people and walking alongside them as
they grow in Christ.

Pastor Rebekah

Sunday School Begins September 13, 2026

We're excited to kick off a new year of Sunday School on Sunday, September 13! Classes will meet
every Sunday during worship, giving children the opportunity to grow in faith through Bible stories,
activities, and conversation.

This year we'll be following the Narrative Lectionary, the same Bible readings being used in worship
each week. That means children and adults will be hearing the same stories, making it easier for families
to continue faith conversations at home



Grace English Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting
June 8, 2026

Call to Order by Terry Wallace

Roll Call- Attending: Terry Wallace, Sandy Peschke, Heidi Schramer, Sue Shemanski, Bob Prellwitz, Carissa
Fritz, De Anna Lueptow, Tim Koch, Gary Batenhorst (via phone) and Pastor Rebekah

Gary Batenhorst provided an Opening devotion from Proverbs over the phone.
Approval of Agenda — DeAnna moved to approve the agenda as presented. Second by Sandy. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report — Tim moved to approve the May 2026 minutes as printed. Heidi seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report — Sue moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Second by Bob. Motion
carried.

Officer and Standing Committee Reports

e President-Terry shared:
-The skit about online giving has been rescheduled for June 14, 2026.
- Men’s sponsored brat fry June 17, 2026 at 5:30PM. Helpers needed if available. Meet at church 2PM.
- Worship in the Park, Poy Sippi, July 19 at I0AM- will need our sound system
-Men’s steak fry Aug. 4th

e Pastor’s Report- Pastor provided a written report and reported that she wrapped up the weekly Bible Study
at Grace and took one week vacation, along with attending the Synod Assembly for 3 days. She hopes to
personally visit all our Homebound members this month. Past Intern, Kathy Cartwright will be ordained on
July 18 at 10AM at Calvary Lutheran Church in Oshkosh. Pastor will be preaching and Grace members are
invited.

Committees
Building and Grounds- Bob provided a written report outlining a number of completed projects. The safety
plan is in progress. Mary Falk, Heidi and De Anna will be meeting to develop a Soul Food budget June 9.
This will help us make a decision re: purchase of a washer or dryer. It was decided to remove the 2 ash trees
on the parking lot side of the Narthex. Discussion ensued about the maple tree on the southeast corner of the
building that also looks like it may be dying. Council will let Buildings & Grounds decide if that tree should
also be removed.
Christian Education- Carissa provided a written report. We will work with Pastor Rebekah to research
options for Confirmation classes next year and options for a Baptism Preparation class. We hope to put
together a document outlining milestones for Christian Education at Grace for different age groups. We are
thinking of offering Sunday School every Sunday instead of only 3 times per month starting this Fall. This
will mean we will have to recruit a couple more teachers.
Fellowship and Caring — De Anna reported that meetings are suspended until August.
Finance Committee- Terry handed out the Minutes of the May 19, 2026 meeting of the Finance Committee.
It was decided at that meeting to have a Special Congregational Meeting on June 7 regarding repairing the
leaks in the masonry in the sanctuary. This meeting was held Sunday and the proposal by RJ Jacques was
approved 54-2.
Investment Committee- Terry provided a summary of all accounts through the end of May. We are still
doing well with our Investments with May gaining $27,240.36 over all accounts.
Mission and Outreach- Tim reported that he will present re: Lutheran World Relief in June and Paige
Rogers will do the Mission Minute in July.



Outside the Box Outreach Committee- A written report was provided. Heidi stated that they felt the Bike
Rodeo was a great success and will do again if the other churches are willing to participate again. They are
looking into offering a microwave class for the community this fall. They will be purchasing gym shoes in
July to donate to Operation Backpack at the Boys & Girls Club.

Worship and Music — A written report was provided. Heidi shared that she had not been able to order the
Headsets and receiver from Northern Sound & Video yet as the person who is responsible for this has been
out of town. He will be back and says he will contact her tomorrow. Updates to come. She reminded us that
Worship in the Park will be July 19 at the Poy Sippi Park.

Unfinished Business
Safety Plan- A short-term committee consisting of Scott Schweigert, Heidi Schramer, Terry Wallace, Gary
Batenhorst, Jeremy Fritz, Bob Prellwitz and Ryan Dobbs has been formed. They have decided to start by
numbering and lettering all doors and windows in the building. Heidi showed us the letters and numbers that have
been made and are ready to place at windows and doors. The committee is meeting again June 14, 2026.
Church Personal Property video- Sadie Goettl has agreed to do this. Pastor will be following up with her.
Update on Wall Leak- Congregation voted to approve RJ Jacques Proposal yesterday. Terry already
notified them and they sent certificate of liability to the office. Sandy suggested sealing both walls behind the
choir loft while they are up there and Terry will look into that.

New Business

Pastor made a request to hire Sara Evans to sign for Confirmation classes this coming Fall. We are estimating it
might cost about $1000 for 5 months, Sept 2026 -Jan.2027. Sue made a motion to approve paying Sara Evans to
sign once per month for Confirmation class from Sept. 2026-Jan. 2027 and to use funds from the Christian
Education RBC account for this time period. (We can budget for it for 2027) Second by De Anna. Motion
carried.

We have had a request to become an official member of Grace. Sandy moved to accept Dennis Schwartz’
application for membership. Second by Carissa. Motion carried.

The Berlin Senior Center has requested to use our parking lot for 5 days in November when they sponsor a bus
trip to Branson, MO. They believe there might be about 20 cars parked there during that time. Sandy brought up
the concern of liability if someone’s car was damaged while parked there. Tim moved to allow this contingent on
double-checking with our insurance. Second by Bob. Motion carried.

NEXT MEETING IS July 13,2026 at 6PM.
Closing Prayer — Recited Lord’s Prayer together.
DeAnna moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Tim. Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Sue Shemanski, Secretary

Terry Wallace — President 920-344-1523 tw9696(@outlook.com

Gary Batenhorst — Vice President 920-229-7845 batenhorstpj76(@gmail.com
Sandy Peschke — Treasurer 920-290-1551 kspeschkel950@gmail.com
Sue Shemanski — Secretary 920-361-4506 shemanski5@yahoo.com
Heidi Schramer— Music/Worship 920-369-8638 schramer@charter.net
Carissa Fritz — Christian Education 920-229-2851 ccfritz413@gmail.com

De Anna Lueptow — Fellowship/Caring 920-229-4857 delueptow(@gmail.com

Tim Koch — Mission Outreach 920-789-8358 timkoch18@gmail.com
Bob Prellwitz — Building and Grounds 920-361-0669 bobprellwitz@yahoo.com




Lutheran World Relief Kits

As in prior years, the Ladies of Grace will be putting together kits for personal care, school supplies, and baby
care. When you are out shopping, whether it be retail stores, garage sales, or flea markets, keep an eye out for
the list of items needed. Any item(s) can be dropped off at church, anytime during the summer months.

Thrivent Action Cards can be applied for to purchase items for the kits. If you apply for the cards and want
someone to “shop” for you, the ladies of Grace would be happy to do so. Just let the office staff know.

Kits will be assembled in September. If you have any questions, contact Bev Chadwick at 361-0860.

Personal Care School Supply Kit Baby Care Kit
1 — light weight bath size towel dark 4 — 70 sheet notebooks 2 — lightweight cotton
color (wide or college rule) t-shirts (no Onesies)
20x40 or 27x52 . h 1 1
(no larger please) 1-30 centimeter ruler 2 — short or ong sleeve
(or centimeters on one sleepers (without feet)
2 or 3 — bath size bars of soap (8§ — 9 side inches on the other)
S . 2 — blankets
ounces total in original wrapping) . .
1 — pencil sharpener (between 36 — 52 inches)

1 — sturdy comb

1 — blunt pair of scissors 1 — jacket or sweater (include cap)

1 — metal nail clipper

5 — unsharpened #2 pencils 2 — pairs of socks

1 — toothbrush
5 — black or blue pens (no 1 — hand towel (dark
gel ink) color preferred)

1 —box of 16 — 24 crayons 2 — 3 bars of gentle soap

1 -2 1/2” eraser (8 — 9 ounces total)

Grace Book Club’s book choice for August is “Night of Miracles” by Elizabeth Berg.
We met Lucille Berg in our previous book, “The Story of Arthur Truluv”, and this
book continues her story.

Inspired by her dearly departed friend Arthur Truluv, Lucille began to teach cooking
classes. In “Night of Miracles” we find Lucille busy as ever with her baking classes —
at age 88! She advertises for a helper, and Iris, a newcomer from Boston who knows
almost nothing about baking, makes her bid for the part-time job.

Lucille is also on friendly terms with the next-door neighbors who bought her own
house — and she is especially fond of their young son. Iris meets Tiny, who lives in the
same apartment building and who is in love with a waitress at the local café. Tiny is
shy, not tiny at all, and having a difficult time trying to woo the lady he loves.

When tragedy strikes, the residents of Mason, MO come together and find the true
power of community just when they need it the most through the power of kindness,
neighborliness, and friendship.

We will meet to discuss “Night of Miracles” on Tuesday, August 11" at a location to

be determined. If you would like to read this book and join us, you can get a copy of
the book in the church office. If you have already read this, please consider joining us
for discussion, we would love to have you.



June Income

June Expenses

Weekly Income 11,632.44 Wages and Payroll Expenses $17,368.72
RBC Earnings 4,000.00 Building & Grounds & Ultilities 903.30
Bulletins/Radio Ministry 330.00 Worship & Music Expenses 462.09
Shared Ministry 4,305.64 Radio Ministry 300.00
Office/Miscellaneous 701.19
Christian Education 9.31
Benevolence to ELCA 600.00
TOTAL S 20,268.08 TOTAL S 20,344.61
Missions (In/Out) 1,096.04 Missions (In/Out) $ 622.28
Good Samaritan Fund 0.00 Good Samaritan 100.00
Soul Food 0.00 Soul Food 314.99
Women of Grace 50.00 Women of Grace 245.95
Men of Grace 0.00 Men of Grace 0.00
Christian Education/Y outh 0.00 Christian Education/Y outh 0.00
Scholarship Fund 0.00 Scholarship Fund 0.00
Endowment Fund 0.00 Endowment Fund 0.00
Outside the Box 0.00 Outside the Box 991.47
Beginning Balance January 2026 Ending Balance June 2026
Investments: Investments:
Leonard Jones Fund S 1,494,760.24 S 1,569,375.22
Capital Improvement Fund S 340,519.14 S 357,740.90
Endowment Fund S 135,983.58 S 138,038.22
Auxiliary Fund S 31,382.59 S 30,259.11
Scholarship Fund S 6,611.63 S 6,369.61

Mission of the Month - World Hunger

One in 11 people, about 720 million, are hungry. As ELCA members, we are
called to respond, roll up our sleeves and get to work. We accompany
neighbors near and far. God provides daily bread; together we help ensure it
reaches every table, with compassion, courage, and faithful action.

{l W
| | \\ ".l } | i

God's work. Our hands.

NECBE

ELCA World Hunger works in 60+ countries through deep partnerships with global companion churches.
Local partners know their context, identify needs, and shape responses. Guided by our accompaniment
approach, we walk together to reduce hunger and poverty, achieving more than we could alone. Your gifts
fund clinics, microloans, clean water, livestock, meals and advocacy —sustainable solutions that address root
causes of hunger.

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we are called to share in God’s work
in the world. Together, we act, pray and hope for truly sufficient, sustainable livelihoods for all.

Through God’s work and together as a church, we are achieving things on a scale and scope we could never
do alone. Please consider a donation to this month’s mission — World Hunger.

Help build a world where all are fed:


https://www.fao.org/publications/fao-flagship-publications/the-state-of-food-security-and-nutrition-in-the-world/en
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Safety Committee

Door Code Access Update:

Over the past several months, the Safety Committee has been reviewing ways to improve the security of our
church building while continuing to make it accessible for ministry. As part of that effort, we will be
updating ALL building door access codes.

Each person who wishes to have building access will be assigned an individual access code. Individual
codes help us better manage building security while allowing members to continue using the building for
church ministries and activities.

If you would like a building access code, please contact the church office and complete a Building Access
Code Request form. We ask that all requests be completed before September 1.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we take this step to help keep our church building
safe and secure for everyone.

Building Security Update:

Beginning in September, the exterior doors of the church will be locked 10 minutes after the start of each
worship service as part of our ongoing efforts to improve building security and provide a safe environment
for everyone.

If you arrive after the doors have been locked, you will need an access code to enter. Thank you for your
understanding and for helping us care for the safety of our church family and guests.

Church Choir

Church choir rehearsals for the year will start on September 2nd.
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Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7 pm in the sanctuary. If you are interested in being a member of the church
choir all you have to do is come to rehearsal to get started.

No experience is needed and we welcome anyone who wants to come and sing with us. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Jeremy Fritz at fritzcjkkc@gmail.com. we are looking forward to another great
year of singing!

Upcoming Events on August 4 and August 5

Men’s Steak Fry: August 4, 2026 at the North Shelter Riverside Park, Berlin at 5:00 pm. Men from
Grace, First, and all guests are invited to join us for our Men’s Steak Fry! Please sign up by July 29. Cost
will be approximately $20.

Ladies Salad Supper: August 5, 2026 at 6:15 pm. Please bring a salad between 2 people. Guest
speaker is Jennifer Hockenberry, the new director of the Women of the ELCA. Our Salad Supper will also

serve as a baby shower for Lutheran World Relief. If you're able, please consider bringing an item(s) for the

layettes. Socks and Ivory soap are especially needed.


mailto:fritzcjkkc@gmail.com
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Flowers

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

Open

Radio Ministry
August
August 9
August 16
. August
¥ August 30
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August 30
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August Birthdays

2 Cheryl Heil

3 Lisa Lee

3 Joseph Schmid

4 Tammy Retzlaff

5 Lincoln O’Brien f'i/
8 Bonnie Schenk W ‘i N\M
10 David Olsen 7 '
14 James Lehr

15 Kinsley Gerth

15 Susan Strom

16 Dan Roggow

22 Jean Dretske

26 Judith Gallert

27 Mary Gropp

29 Diane Timm

30 Ike Dobbs

31 Cheryl Chappa

31 Lois Stark

In Honor of Conrad and Mary Falk’s Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Jerry and Linda Reetz’s Wedding Anniversary

Sponsored by Kay Cutts in loving memory of her Mom ' { B
In Memory of our Dad and Grandpa by the Goettl Family Ak

2 - In Honor of Conrad and Mary Falk’s Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Jerry and Linda Reetz’s Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Dan Roggow’s Birthday

In Memory of Russell Wallace by Selma Ceman

In Memory of our Dad and Grandpa by the Goettl Family

2 - Mary Falk
Michelle Klawitter
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In Honor of Conrad and Mary Falk’s Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Jerry and Linda Reetz’s Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Joey Schmidt’s Birthday by the Jeremie Schmidt Family

August 30 - In Memory of our Dad and Grandpa by the Goettl Family

Greeter
August 2 - Open
August 9 - Open
August 16 - Open
August 23 - Open
August 30 - Open

August Anniversaries

4 Conrad & Mary Falk

4 Tim & Joan Koch

8 Jim & Kim Lehr
12 Jerry & Linda Reetz
15 Scott & Tammy Greening
21 Patrick & Teresa Murkley
19 Paul & Candy Gravunder
21 Dennis & Tammy Retzlaff
22 Jerry & Phyllis Luttropp
25 David & Bonnie Schenk

If any birthdays or anniversaries were
missed please let the office staff know.



We're Looking for Teachers!

Teaching Sunday School is a wonderful way to share God's love with our children. Lessons are provided,
and even if you can teach only a few times during the year, your help makes a big difference. If you're
interested in serving, please contact the church office or Sue Shemanski.

Teacher Meeting — August 23

All returning and new Sunday School teachers are invited to a planning meeting immediately following
worship on Sunday, August 23. We'll review the curriculum, answer questions, and get ready for another
wonderful year of growing together in faith. Whether you've taught for years or are considering it for the
first time, we'd love to have you join us!

Help Shape Christian Education at Grace

Christian education is more than Sunday School—it's about helping people of every age grow in faith and
deepen their relationship with Jesus. As we look ahead to the coming year, we'd love to have your ideas,
gifts, and enthusiasm as we plan opportunities for children, youth, and adults.

Whether you're passionate about teaching, enjoy organizing events, have creative ideas, or simply want to
help strengthen faith formation in our congregation, you're invited to join us.

Christian Education Planning Meeting
Monday, July 27, 2026

6:30 p.m.

Grace Lutheran Church

You don't need to be a current teacher or committee member to attend—everyone with an interest in
Christian education is welcome. Come help us dream, plan, and build opportunities for people of all ages to
grow in faith together.

First Communion Class

“Conomurion
Is your child ready to receive Holy Communion? e R
A First Communion class will be held on Sunday, October 4, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. ‘{,/-_f/m

at First Lutheran Church (W2314 Prospect St., Poy Sippi).

This class is open to any student who is interested in and ready to begin receiving Holy Communion. Parents
are encouraged to attend with their child as we explore what Holy Communion is, why it matters, and the
wonderful gift Jesus gives us through this meal.

Students will celebrate their First Communion with their own church family during regular worship
on Sunday, October 18:

8:30 a.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, Berlin
10:30 a.m. at First Lutheran Church, Poy Sippi

If you have questions or would like to register, please contact Pastor Rebekah or the church office.



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs | Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30 am 6:00 pm 9:00 am 3:00 pm 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Worship with | Joint Parish Staff Meeting Outside the Box Craft Day at Grace
Communion " C:J_unc:: 5:00 pm 5:30 pm
ee ";:g a ¢ Men'’s Steak Fry at Lay Preaching
Firs North Shelter Riverside Class at Grace
(officers Park
only) 6:15 pm
Ladies Salad
Supper
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:30 am 6:00 pm 9:00 am
Worship with Council Staff Meeting
Communion Meeting 12:00 pm
Book Club
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30 am 9:00 am
Worship with Staff Meeting
Communion
6:30 pm
Wutual Ministry Meeting
at First
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30 am 9:00 am
Worship with No Staff Meeting
Communion
30 31
8:30 am
Worship - no
Communion

CPR Training Opportunity

Our Safety Committee is planning to offer a CPR training class for anyone who is interested.

Whether you'd like to be better prepared to respond in an emergency at church , at home , or in the community ,
this is a great opportunity to learn this valuable, life-saving skill.

A sign-up sheet is available at church to help us gauge interest. The date and time have not yet been determined. If
you'd like to participate, please add your name to the list! You never know when these skills might make a

difference.



