Grace English Lutheran Church

384 Oak Street, Berlin, WI 54923

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Rebekah Tarras, Pastor

Email: pastortarras@gmail.com

Cellphone: 715-897-5393

Jessica Fritz — Worship and Music Coordinator
Jeremy Fritz — Choir Director

Sandy Peschke — Office Assistant

Penny Bahn — Office Assistant

(920) 361-1820

Web site: www.gracelutheranberlin.org

Email: gracelutheranberlin@gmail.com

Sunday Worship:
8:30 AM

Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday 9:00 am — 12:00 noon
Hometown Broadcasting: Sunday at 9:45 am
WRPN AM 1600 at 12:00 PM

Worship Services

Facebook: www.facebook.com/gelcberlin
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLbOerRkSPMk1QWI9qtZ5 ¢

June 7 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
June 14 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
June 21 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)

June 28 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)

Grace Lutheran’s Mission:
We Gather to Worship, Grow, Care, and Share
“All Are Welcome In This Place”
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From the Pastor

As we move into summer, the Narrative Lectionary invites us to spend time digging
deeper into biblical books or topics that fall outside the narrative cycle. For the first half
of this summer, we’ll be turning to First John and continuing in the writings connected to
John’s Gospel.

Some refer to the book of John as the “gospel of love” because John mentions the word
love thirty-nine times, more than Matthew, Mark, and Luke combined, and more than any other book in the
New Testament. But in John’s much shorter letter of 1 John, the words love, loved, loves, and loving show up
forty-six times.

John clearly wants us to understand something about love.

John wants the people hearing this letter to see themselves through the lens of God’s love. One writer put it
this way: “John’s purposes in writing will be met if you come to see yourself first of all as someone intensely
and astonishingly loved by Jesus.” To me, that feels like the heartbeat of the whole letter.

So many people end up defining themselves by things like success or failure, appearance, accomplishments,
regrets, politics, productivity, or what other people think of them. It’s easy to start believing our worth
depends on how well we’re doing or how others see us. But John points us somewhere deeper and more
lasting. He reminds us who we are because of Jesus.

One of my favorite verses is 1 John 3:1: “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God!” (NIV)

I love that word lavished. It’s not stingy love or just-enough love. It’s overflowing, generous, over-the-top
love. The kind of love that is poured out on people who haven’t earned it and could never deserve it. John says
that is how God loves us. Not reluctantly. Not with an “I guess you’ll do.” But with mercy and grace poured
out freely through Jesus.

My hope is that as we hear these words together in worship this summer, we won’t just learn more
information about God, but that we will begin to see ourselves differently, as people deeply loved by Christ.
Then, rooted in that love, we learn how to love others too.

Pastor Rebekah Tarras

Special Congregation Meeting

We will have a special congregational meeting following worship on June 7, 2026, to address the
building leaking in the sanctuary.

If you've stopped by the building during any of the recent rains, you've maybe noticed tarps and buckets
in the sanctuary. We have had some water leaking. We’ve taken a closer look and identified the likely
source: the brick wall near the carillon is in need of tuckpointing and sealing. Photos are posted on the
kiosk.

We are in the process of clarifying the bids received for repairs and will have more information soon. If
you have any questions, please contact council president Terry Wallace.



Grace English Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting
April 13, 2026

Call to Order by Terry Wallace

Roll Call- Attending: Terry Wallace, Sandy Peschke, Heidi Schramer, Sue Shemanski, Tim Koch, Bob Prellwitz,
Carissa Fritz, De Anna Lueptow, Gary Batenhorst and Pastor Rebekah

Gary Batenhorst provided an Opening devotion.
Approval of Agenda — Sandy moved to approve the agenda as presented. Second by DeAnna. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report — Tim moved to approve the March 2026 minutes as printed. Bob seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report — Sandy reported that the utility bill went down another $400. Sue moved to approve the
Treasurer’s Report as presented. Second by Tim. Motion carried.

Officer and Standing Committee Reports
e President-Terry shared:
-The next mtg of the Parish Council (including all Council members) will be May 18, 2026 at 6:00PM at
Grace.
- The updated Constitution has been put on the church website and hard copies were available for Council
members tonight
e Pastor’s Report- Pastor provided a written report and reported that she has been struggling with
Confirmation this year. She feels like it is not working to have one student attending online and two in
person. She feels like she is not getting through to them. She is brainstorming different ideas for next year.
She has also been asked to baptize a child who’s family does not attend any church nor has a relationship with
Jesus. We discussed offering classes for families before their child is baptized. Carissa has talked with her
sister to get ideas as she attends an active church in Evansville, WI. It was decided Christian Ed should
develop some ideas or proposals for Council to review.
e Committees —
Building and Grounds- Bob provided a written report outlining a number of spring projects already
completed in preparation for summer. He agreed to get a quote for installation of a vent for the washer and
dryer to assist us in making a decision re: this purchase.

Christian Education- Carissa reported that we are preparing for April and May events. We will provide a
cake for Confirmation and Graduation Sundays. The last day of Sunday School will be May 10 and we will
host Fellowship by having our Sundae Sunday. We are supporting 4 kids in going to Pine Lake Camp this
summer and 9 children are participating in the Pen Pal program started by Outside the Box Outreach
Committee. We will work with Pastor Rebekah to research options for Confirmation classes next year and
options for Baptism.

Fellowship and Caring — DeAnna provided a written report. She asked for any new or creative ideas
anyone might have for small gifts for the Shut-ins. 130-35 people were served at the Palm Sunday Brunch!

Finance Committee- Terry handed out the Minutes from March 16, 2026 meeting of the Finance
Committee. A discussion was had regarding how to encourage increased stewardship or giving among
congregants. Pastor also informed us of upcoming webinars describing how other churches are using their
property to support and enhance the church financially.

Investment Committee- Terry provided a summary of all accounts through the end of March showing an
approximate $88,500 loss. All in all we are still doing OK after many months of hefty gains.



Mission and Outreach- Tim reported that the Monthly Mission for March is Damascus Road. He also
attended another Ecumenical Community Meeting of Berlin churches and continues to be impressed with the
projects churches in Berlin are willing to do together.

Outside the Box Outreach Committee- A written report was provided. Heidi stated that the Crock pot
workshop held Sat. March 21 was very successful. Eight families attended. The Pen Pal Program is up and
running and seems to be a positive experience for the kids and adults alike. Their next big activity is a Bike
Rodeo to be held in May. Most of the other churches in town have joined in on the planning for this and are
excited about it.

Worship and Music —Heidi reported that they have decided to have Northern Sound & Video come in and
evaluate our system and advise re: hearing headsets before purchasing any. She gave us a written report and
reminded us that Worship in the Park will be July 19 at the Poy Sippi Park.

Unfinished Business-

Safety Plan- The Safety Plan drafted by Ryan Dobbs has been sent to Council members for our review. A
short-term committee consisting of Scott Schweigert, Heidi Schramer, Terry Wallace, Gary Batenhorst, Jeremy
Fritz, Bob Prellwitz and Ryan Dobbs has been formed and had their first meeting. They have decided to start by
numbering and lettering all doors and windows in the building. They are also reviewing a website Jeremy knew
about used in schools for other ideas on how to “tweak” the plan already developed by Ryan so that it is
individualized to our needs.

Church Personal Property video- Sadie Goettl has agreed to do this by the end of May. Pastor will be
following up with her at the end of this month.

Pastor’s computer has been replaced and is working well as are the phones.
New Business

Response to visitors signing guest book- Sandy has been sending a postcard to anyone signing the
guestbook thanking them for joining us and inviting back anytime they can. She is unsure the postcard
actually gets to people. We decided we could make it a notecard that is sent in an envelope. Sandy will also
add our website to the card. We also want to ask Penny to re-format the guest book so that it has a place for
email addresses.

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) — Sue moved to approve Ava Pierstorff’s Affirmation of Baptism to
be held May 3. Second by Carissa. Motion carried.

NEXT MEETING IS May 11, 2026 at 6PM.

Closing Prayer — Recited Lord’s Prayer together.

Tim moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Gary. Motion Carried.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Sue Shemanski, Secretary

Grace English Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Email Vote
April 23, 2026

Call to Order by Terry Wallace, email sent April 23, 2026

New Business
Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) — Terry Wallace moved to approve Benji Boeck’s Affirmation of Baptism to be

held May 3rd. Second by Tim Koch. Motion carried.



NEXT MEETING IS May 11, 2026 at 6PM.
Respectfully Submitted by:
Terry Wallace, President

Terry Wallace — President 920-344-1523 tw9696@outlook.com

Gary Batenhorst — Vice President 920-344-1523 batenhorstpj76(@gmail.com
Sandy Peschke — Treasurer 920-290-1551 kspeschkel950@gmail.com
Sue Shemanski — Secretary 920-361-4506 shemanski5@yahoo.com
Heidi Schramer— Music/Worship 920-361-4097 schramer@charter.net
Carissa Fritz — Christian Education 920-229-2851 ccfritz413@gmail.com

De Anna Lueptow — Fellowship/Caring 920-229-4857 delueptow(@gmail.com

Tim Koch — Mission Outreach 920-789-8358 timkoch18@gmail.com
Bob Prellwitz — Building and Grounds 920-361-0669 bobprellwitz@yahoo.com

Lutheran World Relief Kits

As in prior years, the Ladies of Grace will be putting together kits for personal care, school supplies, and baby
care. When you are out shopping, whether it be retail stores, garage sales, or flea markets, keep an eye out for
the list of items needed. Any item(s) can be dropped off at church, anytime during the summer months.

Thrivent Action Cards can be applied for to purchase items for the kits. If you apply for the cards and want
someone to “shop” for you, the ladies of Grace would be happy to do so. Just let the office staff know.

Kits will be assembled in September. If you have any questions, contact Bev Chadwick at 361-0860.

Personal Care School Supply Kit
1 — light weight bath size towel dark 4 — 70 sheet notebooks
color (wide or college rule)
20x40 or 27x52 .
(no larger please) 1-30 cent.lmeter ruler
(or centimeters on one
2 or 3 — bath size bars of soap (8 — 9 side inches on the other)

ounces total in original wrapping) )
1 — pencil sharpener

1 — sturdy comb ) )
1 — blunt pair of scissors

1 — metal nail clipper )
5 — unsharpened #2 pencils

1 — toothbrush
5 —black or blue pens (no

gel ink)
1 — box of 16 — 24 crayons

1 -2 1/2” eraser

Baby Care Kit

2 — lightweight cotton
t-shirts (no Onesies)

2 — short or long sleeve
sleepers (without feet)

2 — blankets
(between 36 — 52 inches)

1 — jacket or sweater (include cap)
2 — pairs of socks

1 — hand towel (dark
color preferred)

2 — 3 bars of gentle soap
(8 — 9 ounces total)



The Grace Book Club is excited to read “The Little Brick House” by Berlin author
Mia Johnson as their book for June.

Returning to her small hometown for Aunt Jolene’s funeral is the last thing Ruby
Kassidy wants to do; she has spent 8 years trying to forget her traumatic past.
Being back in the little brick house that she and her older sister Quinn lived in as
children brings back many difficult memories and further fractures the already
fractured relationship she has with her sister. As the two sisters work together to
sort out their aunt’s possessions, they uncover pieces of their childhood that don’t
make sense. When long hidden truths and family secrets come to light, they
discover that everything they believed about their past and their aunt was wrong

Mia Johnson will join us for our discussion of “The Little Brick House on
Wednesday, June 10" at a location to be determined. If you would like to read this
book and join us, please let Cindy Wallace know and she will get you a copy. If
you have already read this, please consider joining us for discussion, we would
love to have you.

April Income April Expenses
Weekly Income 10,809.42 Wages and Payroll Expenses $17,362.09
RBC Earnings 4,000.00 Building & Grounds /Utilities 2,030.69
Bulletins/Radio Ministry 230.00 Jan/Feb/March Benevolence 600.00
Thrivent Choice Dollars 1,933.00 Office/Miscellaneous 450.06
Shared Ministry 4,329.75 Worship & Music Expenses 455005
Crossways Camp Donation 400.00 Christian Education Expenses 253.42
Outside the Box Donation 300.00 Fellowship & Caring Expenses 105.19
Oshkosh Conference Dues 250.00
Synod Assembly Registration 450.00
TOTAL S 22,002.17 TOTAL S 21,761.47
Missions (In/Out) $585.00 Missions (In/Out) $980.00
Good Samaritan Fund 0.00 Good Smartian 0.00
Soul Food 27.00 Soul Food 921.24
Women of Grace 2,288.70 Women of Grace 9.40
Men of Grace 53.00 Men of Grace 0.00
Christian Education/Y outh 0.00 Christian Education/Y outh 0.00
Scholarship Fund 0.00 Scholarship Fund 0.00
Endowment Fund 0.00 Endowment Fund 0.00
Outside the Box Outreach 2,500.00 Outside the Box Outreach 253.42
Beginning Balance January 2026 Ending Balance April 2026
Investments: Investments:
Leonard Jones Fund S 1,494,760.24 S 1,551,587.08
Capital Improvement Fund ~ $ 340,519.14 S 349,539.63
Endowment Fund S 135,983.58 S 136,467.78
Auxiliary Fund S 31,382.89 S 31,700.46
Scholarship Fund S 6,611.633 S 6,337.00



Affirmation of Baptism

On Sunday May 3, 2026
Benji Boeck and Ava Pierstorff
were confirmed.

Gods Blessings to these young adults!

Confirmation Classes

We are in the process of reimagining Confirmation classes for the upcoming school year. One of the
changes we are exploring is including sixth graders and shifting to a once-a-month Sunday afternoon
format.

The hope is to create a schedule and experience that allows for deeper conversations, relationship building,
hands-on learning, and helping students connect faith to real life.

More details will be coming later this summer as plans continue to come together.

School

+ Favorite memory of Grace: is singing during the
services. | am not a great singer but during church I
feel open and confident enough to sing and praise the
Lord.

Future plans: I will be attending Florida Southern
College where I will be majoring in Finance and
running for their Cross Country and Track Team.

N Thomas McCarthy: Graduated from Berlin High




Mission of the Month - Lutheran World Relief

In 1945, our Lutheran forebearers had a vision and joined together to be the Body of Christ in the world,
responding boldly to the needs of our neighbors in Europe after World War I1.

For 80 years, they have served our neighbors in their greatest hour of need. They go where no one else goes,
and stay as long as needed to minister to neighbors affected by poverty, hunger, sickness, violence, and more.

Floods, earthquakes, war and other emergencies affect everyone, but it’s the world’s poorest who suffer most.
That’s why Lutheran World Relief is there to offer help and hope, wherever and whenever disaster strikes. Clean
water. Nourishing food. Safe shelter. Emergency supplies. Time and again, they act quickly to rush aid where it’s
needed most.

The world’s poorest families need lasting solutions, not just relief. The world’s poorest families need more than
relief, they need lasting change. By supporting farmers, creating job opportunities for youth and improving health
and education, we can help break the cycle of poverty together.

Sustainable development takes time, but love is patient. And although this work rarely makes the news, their
impact truly transforms lives for generations.

This incredible outpouring of support for neighbors in crisis began in 1945 and has continued with each new
generation of Lutherans. Please give to this worthy cause.

Congratulations Kathy Cartwright!

%Wf/ Congratulations to former intern Kathy Cartwright, who has been called to serve Zion
Lutheran Church in Fairwater! Kathy will be starting at Zion on July 1, 2026 ending her
.~ time serving as a licensed minister with the UCC Congregation in Redgranite.

Kathy’s ordination will be on July 18, 2026 at 10:00 am at Calvary Lutheran in Oshkosh.

June Birthdays

David Ziemann
Kelly Thompson
Gary Batenhorst
Michelle Klawitter
Brian Mildebrandt
Victor Schramer
10 Wilbur Drecktrah
11 Suzanne Ferron
Carol Roehl
18 Patsy Hanson
John Klawitter
19 David Schenk

o OV W —

June Anniversaries

3 Mark & Mindy Goffard
8 Robert & Mary Sillanpaa
11 Edmund & Carol Roehl
14 John & Sue Koch
15 David & Jody Ziemann — 35t

20 Kathy Eid o Vark |
Adam Schenk ark & Susan Calabresa

2 Frank Neitzke If any birthdays or anniversaries
Mary Pomplun

were missed please let the office staff

28 Charles McCarthy know.

30 Fay McMonigal



Flowers
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

In Honor of Bob & Mary Sillanpaa’s 63" Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Dave & Jodie Ziemann’s 35" Wedding Anniversary
In Honor of Bill Drecktrah’s 93" Birthday

In Honor of Mary Pomplun’s Birthday by Jeremie Schmidt Family

Radio Ministry

June 7 - In Honor of Grandma Goettl by Sadie & Spencer

June 14 - In Honor of Ed & Carol Roehl’s 66" Wedding Anniversary
June 21 - In Honor of Bill Drecktrah’s 93" Birthday

June 28 - In Memory of Henry Grams by the Grams Family

Bulletins

June 7 - In Honor of Vic Schramer’s Birthday by Heidi

June 14 - In Honor of Ed & Carol Roehl’s 66 Wedding Anniversary
June 21 - In Honor of In Honor of Bill Drecktrah’s 93" Birthday
June 28 - In Memory of Lavern Pomplun by Jeremie Schmidt Family

Fellowship Greeter —
June 7 - Patti Batenhorst June 7 - Bev ._,_
June 14 - Sue Shemanski June 14 - Open ’30
June 21 - Open June 21 - Open *’C
June 28 - Open June 28 - Open &

Brat Fry On Wednesday, June 17, 2026

On Wednesday, June 17" the Men of Grace will be sponsoring the annual brat fry.
It will be held at Berlin Riverside Park in the North Shelter starting at 5:30 pm.

The men will provide the meat, beans, and beverages.
Please bring a dish to pass (salad or desert).

Everyone is invited for good food, fun, and bingo!

Please sign up on the church kiosk or call the church office (920-361-1820) to give
the men an approximate number to plan for.

Food Panty Challenge for the Month of June

The Berlin Food Pantry needs summer condiments. They would really appreciate donations of summer
condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, pickle relish, etc.)



Bike Rodeo Was a HUGE Success!




Sun Mon Thurs | Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
4:00 pm 9:00 am 8:30 am
Executive No Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class
Committee
. 3:00 pm
Meeting Outside the Box
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30 am 6:00 pm 9:00 am 8:30 am 9:00 am 4:00pm
Worship - with Council Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class Craft Day at
Communion Meeting 12:00 pm First
Book Club
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30 am 9:00 am 8:30 am
Worship with Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class
Communion 10:00 am 5:30 pm
Finance Meeting | Men’s Sponsored
Brat Fry
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 am 9:00 am 8:30 am
Worship with Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class
Communion
28 29 30
8:30 am 9:00 am
Worship with Staff Meeting
Communion 10:30 am- 5:30 pm
Community Blood Drive

Worship
inn thie Park

Save the Datel

On Sunday, July 19, 2026 Grace Lutheran and First
Lutheran will be having a joint worship service at
the Poy Sippi Park, starting at 10:00 am.

There will be a potluck following the service. More
information to follow closer to the date.




