Grace English Lutheran Church

384 Oak Street, Berlin, WI 54923

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Rebekah Tarras, Pastor

Email: pastortarras@gmail.com

Cellphone: 715-897-5393

Jessica Fritz — Worship and Music Coordinator
Jeremy Fritz — Choir Director

Sandy Peschke — Office Assistant

Penny Bahn — Office Assistant

(920) 361-1820

Web site: www.gracelutheranberlin.org

Email: gracelutheranberlin@gmail.com

Sunday Worship:
8:30 AM

Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday 9:00 am — 12:00 noon
Hometown Broadcasting: Sunday at 9:45 am
WRPN AM 1600 at 12:00 PM

Worship Services

Facebook: www.facebook.com/gelcberlin
7™ be: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLbOerRkSPMk1QWI9qtZ5 ¢

May 3 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
May 10 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
May 17 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
May 24 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)
May 31 - Worship Service at 8:30 am (In person and online)

Grace Lutheran’s Mission:
We Gather to Worship, Grow, Care, and Share
“All Are Welcome In This Place”



mailto:pastortarras@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/gelcberlin
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLbOerRk5PMk1QWI9qtZ5_g

From the Pastor

May 2026

One of my favorite songs from my Sunday School days is the catchy one that says,

“I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart”. As 1look ahead to the month of May,
I’ve been thinking about joy. There are several occasions this month that we will celebrate
with joy: Affirmation of Baptism at Grace, Mother’s Day, and Graduate Recognition.
These are meaningful moments, and they give us plenty of reasons to rejoice.

In addition, we will be reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians where one word shows up again and again:
joy. Which sounds great, until you remember that Paul was in prison when he wrote this letter. I’m pretty sure
if it was me sitting in prison, “joy” would probably not be the topic I’d choose to write about. Yet, Paul keeps
coming back to joy. Not because his life was easy. Not because everything was going well. But because his
joy isn’t based on his circumstances. It is based on knowing Jesus.

That is important for all of us to remember. Most of us are pretty good at connecting joy to our lives when
things are going well. But when things start to fall apart....Joy is not usually the first thing that comes to mind.

In this letter, Paul reminds us that the foundation of our joy isn’t the goodness of our day or even the goodness
of our life, but the goodness of God. And that changes everything.

It doesn’t mean life suddenly becomes easy. It doesn’t mean we stop struggling or wishing things were
different. But it does mean this: even here, even now, Christ is present. Christ is at work. And that is a joy
nothing can take away.

So this month, let’s rejoice in the many celebrations we share together, but even more in the steady,
unshakable joy that comes from the love and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessings and Joy,

Pastor Rebekah Tarras

Special Church Services in May

May 3, 2026 — Affirmation of Baptism Sunday (Confirmation)
May 10, 2026 — Last Day of Sunday School — “Sundae” Sunday
May 17, 2026 — High School Graduation Recognition

Memorial Day, May 25, 2026

Americans began to recognize Memorial Day in 1868, and the country
established it as a federal holiday in 1971. Memorial Day honors the
brave men and women who served in the military and gave their lives
for our freedom.

MEMORIAL DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

On this day let’s show how grateful we are for their bravery, and make
a promise that we'll always remember their courage and sacrifice.


https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/celebrate/memday.pdf

Grace English Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting
March 9, 2026

Call to Order by Terry Wallace

Roll Call- Attending: Terry Wallace, Sandy Peschke, Heidi Schramer, Sue Shemanski, Tim Koch, Bob Prellwitz,
Carissa Fritz, De Anna Lueptow, Gary Batenhorst and Pastor Rebekah
Guest: Linda Reetz

Linda Reetz led an Orientation and Review of the Constitution from 6-7PM for all Council Members. Terry
closed this portion of the meeting with a prayer.

Gary Batenhorst provided an Opening devotion.
Approval of Agenda — DeAnna moved to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by Bob. Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report — Sandy moved to approve the February 2026 minutes as printed. Tim seconded. Motion
carried.

Treasurer’s Report — Sandy reported that the utility bill went down by $400. Sue moved to approve the
Treasurer’s Report as presented. Second by Heidi. Motion carried.

Officer and Standing Committee Reports

e President-Terry shared:
-Joint Palm Sunday Service will be at Grace March 29™ followed by a Brunch hosted by the Fellowship and
Caring Committee
-The next mtg of the Parish Council (including all Council members) will be May 18, 2026 at 6:30PM at
Grace.
- Terry thanked those who presented the skit March 8 encouraging giving of Thrivent Choice Dollars (due
March 31) Volunteers were: Sue S., Tim K., Bob P. and Gary B.
- Grace received a $3,000 grant to support Soul Food from the Webster Foundation.
- Council is being asked to serve the soup supper on March 25. All who can help, please come at 5:30PM.

e Pastor’s Report- Pastor provided a written report and reported that it has been a busy month with two
services each Sunday and Wednesdays for Lent. She also had a short 4 day vacation.

e Committees —
Building and Grounds- Bob provided a written report and also reported that Penny said the Fire Inspector
came last Thursday and was in and out so fast that she wasn’t sure what they were checking?
-The phone service is switching from Bright Speed to Spectrum which will save us $50/month. Pastor
will also get a free cell phone for one year.
- Sandy asked if Hyler had contacted anyone about cleaning out the grease trap. Bob asked him to do it
annually last year when he did it, but has not heard from him this year. Sandy will contact him
tomorrow.

Christian Education- Sue and Carissa reported that the pancake and sausage breakfast during Fellowship
on March 1% went well. A number of Easter decorations were made and have been hung in the Fellowship
Hall. Emails have been sent to parents of children wanting a pen pal and the adults who have volunteered to
be a Pen Pal. A Meet ’'n’ Greet will be held after the service on March 15 to get this program started. We
have learned of Family Camps (and Grandparents’) at Pine Lake and one family is interested. The Christian
Ed. Committee will pay 50% of camp costs per child or family who attends camp and are members of Grace.
This Committee also served a soup supper on March 4. One 8™ grader and his mom joined us to help.



Sunday School will meet on Palm Sunday and youth from First have been invited to join us. We will provide
a cake for Confirmation and Graduation Sundays.

Fellowship and Caring — A written report was provided. Easter cards made by Sunday School kids will be
sent to homebound members. This committee is planning the Brunch following the service on Palm Sunday.
A sign-up sheet has been posted in the Narthex.

Finance Committee- Terry handed out the Minutes from Feb. 10, 2026 meeting of the Finance Committee.
The complete Budget vs. Actuals report was reviewed for 2025. A discussion was had regarding how to
encourage increased stewardship or giving among congregants.

Investment Committee- Terry provided a summary of all accounts through the end of February showing an
approximate $41,364 total gain in the month of Feb. 2026.

Mission and Outreach- Tim reported that the schedule for Monthly Missions has been set up for the entire
year. He also attended an Ecumenical Community Meeting of Berlin churches and was encouraged and
impressed with the projects churches in Berlin are willing to do together.

Outside the Box Outreach Committee- A written report was provided. Heidi stated that the committee is
planning a Crock pot workshop to be held Sat. March 21. Eight families who have been referred by the Boys
& Girls Club will participate (4 in the AM and 4 in the afternoon). Volunteers are needed to assist that day.
The Pen Pal Program will be starting March 15 and Patti Batenhorst shared information regarding a Bike
Rodeo to be held later this year. Heidi handed out full minutes of their meeting on March 4 for our review.

Worship and Music —We are working on getting headsets that are compatible with our system for hearing
impaired individuals to use. Heidi gave us a written report listing the Holy Week services and reminding us
that Worship in the Park will be July 19 at 10 AM at the Poy Sippi Park.

Unfinished Business-

Safety Plan- The Safety Plan drafted by Ryan Dobbs has been sent to Council members for our review. It
was decided that a small short-term committee could meet and fill in the parts of Ryan’s plan that we need to
complete specifically for Grace. Carissa agreed to ask Jeremy Fritz if he would join as he has experience with
these plans at school. Also, we decided to ask Jeremy Schmidt for the same reason. Gary B. will call him. Bob
will ask Ryan Dobbs to join the committee, and Heidi and Bob will participate from Council. Once we find out if
these individuals are willing to be on a committee, a meeting date will be set. Then the final step will be to set a
date for Ryan to come and explain this to the Congregation.

Electric Panel Bids — The electricians are coming this coming Tuesday to get the panel and schedule
installation.

Continuing Resolution — Sue moved to approve the Continuing Resolution written by Linda Reetz to add the
Outside the Box Outreach Committee to the Constitution as a formal committee. De Anna Seconded. Motion
carried.

Updating the Constitution - Sandy will do this when she adds the Continuing Resolution to the Constitution
and on the website.

Church Personal Property video- Sadie Goettl has agreed to do this by the end of May.

Synod Assembly — Pastor offered a motion to approve Patti and Gary Batenhorst as voting members
representing Grace at the Synod Assembly in June. Second by De Anna. Motion carried. THANK YOU Gary and
Patti.

New Business



Replacement of Pastor’s computer — Tim made a motion to approve purchase of the Dell Pro 16 computer
as recommended by Jason Johanknecht. Second by Heidi. This purchase will be made from the Capital
Improvement Fund. Motion carried.

Soul Food Funds — Discussed the use of Soul Food funds (have $10,000 in that fund now) and if we should
have a new committee or attach Soul Food to an existing committee to make decisions regarding these funds.
It really is it’s own entity but can fit into a couple different committees. We were given a list of the costs to
Grace for hosting Soul Food and discussed uses for the “extra funds” we have now (Give $$ to each of the
other churches participating? Buy Bibles or Devotional books for teens to pick up at Soul Food? Purchase a
washer & dryer to have at church? Pay for the entire picnic that is served on the last day of Soul Food in
Spring?) DeAnna feels we should have a summer meeting with all the churches

to discuss what is working for them and what isn’t. If we discover that this is a financial struggle for a church,
we could offer to help out with the Webster Foundation grant money. Pastor agreed to get estimates re books
to hand out and Terry and DeAnna will look in to estimates for a washer/dryer and installation. We decided to
table any decisions regarding becoming a separate committee or joining another for now. Soul Food has been
operating without a formal committee for 23 years and this has worked well. Let’s have the summer meeting
and go from there.

Men’s Sponsored Brat Fry — Tim moved to approve the Men sponsoring a Brat Fry at Riverside Park on
June 17, 2026. Second by Bob. Motion Carried.

Endowment Committee Numbering in Constitution — is incorrect. Sandy will check and correct when she
adds other changes.

NEXT MEETING IS APRIL 13, 2026 at 6PM.

Closing Prayer — Recited Lord’s Prayer together.

DeAnna moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Gary. Motion Carried.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Sue Shemanski

Secretary
Terry Wallace — President 920-344-1523 tw9696(@outlook.com
Gary Batenhorst — Vice President 920-344-1523 batenhorstpj76@gmail.com
Sandy Peschke — Treasurer 920-290-1551 kspeschkel950@gmail.com
Sue Shemanski — Secretary 920-361-4506 shemanski5@yahoo.com
Heidi Schramer— Music/Worship 920-361-4097 schramer@charter.net
Carissa Fritz — Christian Education 920-229-2851 ccfritz413@gmail.com
De Anna Lueptow — Fellowship/Caring 920-229-4857 delueptow(@gmail.com
Tim Koch — Mission Outreach 920-789-8358 timkoch18@gmail.com
Bob Prellwitz — Building and Grounds 920-361-0669 bobprellwitz@yahoo.com




The Grace Book Club has chosen the book “The Personal Librarian” by Marie
W Benedict & Victoria Christopher Murray as their book for May.

This book tells the story of Belle da Costa Greene, who was hired by J.P. Morgan to
be his personal librarian. He hires her to create a collection of rare manuscripts,

ay— 0 0 books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library.

Belle becomes a fixture in New York City society and one of the most powerful

people in the art and book world, known for her impeccable taste and shrewd

negotiating for critical works as she helps create a world class collection. BUT,

Belle has a secret, one she must protect at all cost, she is not Portuguese as she

claims, she is an African American woman living and prospering in a white man’s
U world in the early 1900’s.

location to be determined. If you would like to read this book and join us, please let
Cindy Wallace know and she will get you a copy. If you have already read this,
please consider joining us for discussion, we would love to have you.

. .
” B We will meet to discuss “The Personal Librarian” on Tuesday, May 12th at a
3

Mission of the Month - Boys & Girls Club Tri-County

The Boys & Girls Club of America, has celebrated over 100 years of providing hope and opportunity to
young people across the country. Through it all, kids have been their #1 priority. Boys & Girls Clubs provide
a safe haven for more than 4 million youth, giving them an opportunity to discover their great futures.

Imagine a place where who you are, where you’re from, or the circumstances that surround you don’t
determine your access to experiences or opportunities. From first grade to their first job, Boys and Girls Club
get kids ready for the future. Ninety-seven percent of Club teens expect to graduate from high school this
year and eighty one percent expect to complete some kind of post-secondary education.

Our Mission: To enable all young people, especially those that need us most, to reach their full potential as
productive, caring, responsible citizens.

Our Vision: Provide a world-class Club experience that assures success is within reach of every young
person who enters our doors, with all members on track to graduate from high school with a plan for the
future, demonstrating good character and citizenship, and living a healthy lifestyle.

Our Commitment: We believe every kid has what it takes. The mission and core beliefs of Boys & Girls
Clubs fuel our commitment to promoting safe, positive, and inclusive environments for all. Boys & Girls

Clubs of America supports all youth and teens.

Through your support, the Tri-County Boys & Girls Club is making a difference in our community.



Qualified Charitable Distributions - Is this right for me?

Looking for a smart tax-efficient strategy to make charitable contributions and yet reap meaningful tax
benefits? Are you 70 '2 and have an IRA? If you answered yes to both these questions, a Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD) may be just what you are looking for.

What is a QCD? It is a tax-free donation directly from your IRA to a qualified organization such as Grace
Lutheran Church.

Do I qualify? You must be 70 72 or older and own an IRA such as a Traditional or Inherited IRA. There are a
select few other accounts that qualify as well. Talk to your financial adviser to see if you have a qualifying
account.

How much can I donate? Have no fear...the maximum you may use for an QCD for 2026 is $108,000!

Why is this a benefit to me? QCDs can reduce your adjusted gross income and lower your tax bracket on the
amount of taxes you pay. Example: You choose to donate $5,000 to Grace Lutheran (whether monthly,
quarterly or as a one-time donation). This money is taken from your qualifying account and directly sent to
Grace Lutheran. You do not have to report this withdrawal as income on your tax return. Also, if you make
these distributions from your IRA prior to turning 73 or 75 depending on when you were born, it reduces your
IRA, which in turn can reduce your required minimum distributions (RMD).

To get started on this Win-Win method of donating to Grace Lutheran Church contact the financial institution
where your IRA is housed.

Something Exciting Will Be Happening in our Parking Lot

For the past few months, representatives from almost every Berlin church have been meeting to discuss how
to support the community. And how to do that in a way that brings the churches together rather than
competing.

The first meetings were spent discussing what community projects each church does, what projects would be
envisioned, and what projects would be a good starting point.

The group settled on sponsoring a Bike Rodeo for the youth in Berlin. Look for the poster in the Narthex, as
well as announcements being shared with each congregation. Preplanning has been happening on a regular
basis with all interested churches taking active roles. Churches who have been represented include: United
Methodist Church, All Saints Catholic Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, River Shores, Light of Christ
Fellowship, Green Lake County Right to Life, and Grace Lutheran.

This is what has been accomplished so far:

1. Date is Saturday, May 16 am or rain date is Sunday, May 17 pm.
Location is Grace Lutheran parking lot.
Ages of children and number of children participating has been determined.
The Berlin Police Dept and Fire Dept will be represented.
The stations of what the bike riders will demonstrate have been selected.
Volunteers from each church have been signing up to man a station.
Promotion of the event has begun.

NownkwN

If anyone is interested in supporting our youth in a fun way, there will be plenty of opportunities on how to
get involved with the rodeo. Look for sign-up sheets, listen for announcements, and check out anything that
comes through the email blast. For more information, contact Patti Batenhorst, Linda Reetz, Heidi Schramer.



Flowers

May 3 - In Honor of Terry and Cindy Wallace’s 415 Wedding Anniversary

May 10 - In Honor of Anna and Hayden’s 1 Wedding Anniversary by
Conrad & Mary Falk

May 17 - In Honor of Rose McGrath’s Birthday by her family

May 24 - In Honor of Shirley Huck’s Birthday by her Prayer Pal

May 31 - In Honor of Jeff & Anita Linds 46" Wedding Anniversary

Radio Ministry

May 3 - Sponsored by Mary Lou Neubauer
May 10 - In Honor of Anna and Hayden’s 1* Wedding Anniversary by
Conrad & Mary Falk
May 17 - Sponsored by Jerry & Linda Reetz
May 24 - Sponsored by Jerry & Linda Reetz
May 31 - In Memory of their Daughter Christine by Henry & Lois Stark
Bulletins
May 3 - In Honor of Grandson Nate’s Birthday by Shirley Huck
* May 10 - In Memory of Gig Langenhorst by Vic & Heidi Schramer
May 17 - In Honor of Clara Voitlander’s Birthday by Sue Shemanski
May 24 - In Honor of Shirley Huck’s 87" Birthday
May 31 - In Memory of their Daughter Christine by Henry & Lois Stark
Fellowship Greeter
May 3 - Christian Education May 3 - Mary Lou
May 10 - Christian Education May 10 - Bev
May 17 - Christian Education May 17 - Open
May 24 - Open May 24 - Open
May 31 - Open May 31 - Open
Thank Youl

The Women of Grace would like to thank everyone involved with the rummage sale this year. So far we
raised $1,938.70, with a few bigger items left to sell.

Also, a very special THANK YOU to the ladies that worked tirelessly to sort items, price and set-up the
sale, help the day of the sale, and with all the clean-up.




May Birthdays Happy Birthday

4 William Nelson &
Angie Armatoski .
g Tragcy e Happy Anniversary
Jennifer Koscher
9 Patti Batenhorst
Rebecca Guden
12 Gretchen Mildebrandt §
Cody Retzlaff »
13 Tricia Prellwitz
14 Kristin Koch
16 Robert Prellwitz
Benji Boeck
18 Robert Sillanpaa
19 Peggy Ferrel
Rose McGrath
23 Shirley Huck
24 Hunter Schmidt
27 Jackie Schmidt If any birthdays or anniversaries were
Mark Calabresa missed, please let the office staff know.
29 Patrick Ferron
Connie Koscher

<, May Anniversaries

4 Terry & Cindy Wallace
9 Daniel & Roxanne Haedt
18 Brett & Kristin Hermanson — 25t
19 Ronald & Penny Bahn
22 Gary & Patti Batenhorst
27 Bill & Laura Nelson
31 Jeff & Anita Lind

Little Dresses for Africa

On Saturday, May 9%, during the monthly craft day we will be sewing dresses for the
Little Dresses for Africa Mission.

We will begin at 9:00 am to mid-afternoon (come for any part of this time or stay for
the entire time).

We need sewing machine sewers, hand sewers for buttons, ironing, pinning, etc. You
don’t need to know how to sew.

Please sign up on the kiosk. If you have any questions, contact Jean Dretske.

Bible Camp for 55+at Crossways

Embark on an adventure-filled day at Pine Lake Bible Camp near Waupaca! Join Pastor Rebekah and others
for Camp Senior, a day with laughter, camaraderie, and memory-making. From outdoor activities to cozy
bible study chats, there's something for everyone. Embrace the spirit of youthfulness, reconnect with nature,
and make new friends. Come experience the joy of Camp Senior!

@

Date: July 9
Time: 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
Cost: $25.00

Register: www.crosswayscamps.org



http://www.crosswayscamps.org/

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs | Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Affirmation of Baptism 4:00 pm 9:00 am 8:30 am 11:45 am 9:00 am 4:00pm
Sunday Executive Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class Soul Food Craft Day at
8:30 am Comml:fee 9:00 am 7:00 pm Al i?m :S Grace — Sewing
Worship - with eeting LWR Sewing Choir Practice osts Dresses for Africa
Communion and 6:30 pm
. 3:00 pm
Sunday School Bfe::lm Bible Study at Grace
Christian
Community
Outreach
Group
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8:30 am 6:00 pm 9:00 am 8:30 am 11:45 am 9:30 am
Worship with Council Conference Meeting | Chair Yoga Class Soul Food Bike Rodeo
Commlun;o(;r amjr Meeting 12:00 pm 1:00 pm St. J’t_thnts
ast day o Book Club | Outside the Box osts
Sunday School .,
. Meeting
1:00 3:00 pm
Musi .R pt”; Bible Study at Grace 3:00 pm
usic Recta Investment
Committee
Meeting
7:00 pm
Choir Practice
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Honor High 6:00 pm 9:00 am 8:30 am 11:45 am
School Graduate | Joint Parish Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class Soul Food
Council All
8:30 am . 9:00 am
Worship with Meeting LWR Sewing Churches
Communion 10:00 am
1:30 pm Finance Meeting
Rain date for
. 3:00 pm
Bike Rodeo Bible Study Grace
6:30 pm
Mutual Ministry
at Grace
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30 am Memorial 9:00 am 8:30 am
Worship with Day Staff Meeting | Chair Yoga Class
Communion Office is 3:00 pm
Closed Bible Study Grace
31
8:30 am
Worship with

Communion




